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AssTRACT

Grass pea (Lathyrus sativus L.) is an annual legume crop used for human consumption since ancient
times. This species has many interesting agronomically and nutritionally characteristics. Noteworthy, its
great adaptability to different environments, drought and waterlogging tolerance, little demand of inputs
and the high level of protein (25% - 29%).

It is believed that the renewed interest in grass pea is justified by the attempt to recover traditional
cultures, with the awareness that the maintenance of biological diversity is the key to any future strategy
for development of sustainable agricultural systems and a way to ensure food security, nutrition and welfare
of human beings.
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